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ment the Germans, far from being annihilated or even driven back,
actually had time to move forward in the devastated area in front
of the line which they had previously occupied and to withstand the
subsequent assault successfully from their new, advanced positions.
In commenting on the whole proceeding one can only note the
long-continued evil influence exercised by Italy upon Anglo-Amer-
ican strategy.

During the stalemate in Italy throughout the fall of '43 and the
following winter the submarine warfare and the air campaign,
based chiefly on Britain but now on Foggia as well, went steadily
on.

Throughout the year '43 prodigious United States naval building
raised the aggregate tonnage of United States naval combatant ves-
sels from 1,300,000 to more than 2,200,000 tons. By autumn the
total naval tonnage including noncombatant vessels was nearly
5,000,000 tons. In mid-October Portugal, England's oldest ally,
which had nevertheless remained neutral throughout the present
war, made an important contribution to the defense of allied ship-
ping by granting to England and the United States the use of air
bases in the Azores Islands. Planes were proving effective enemies
of the submarines, not because they sank many but because they
could keep the undersea boats submerged during the daytime.
There had been an irregularly shaped gap in the middle of the
North Atlantic, of about 600 miles west of Engknd but of 2,000
miles west of Gibraltar, which could be effectively covered by air-
craft based neither in the eastern hemisphere nor on points like
Bermuda and Newfoundland to the west Portugal's action made
it possible for land-based planes, necessarily somewhat more effi-
cient than carrier-based machines of corresponding type, to cover
nearly all of this *gap," where only carrier-based planes had previ-
ously been able to operate.

In the overland air campaign in the west, in spite of the rising
scale of British and especially of American effort, the Germans had
some success by means of a defensive strategy similar to that of their
strategy as a whole. By concentrating their plane manufacture on
the production of fighters they were able to inflict heavy losses upon
the American bombing force. Over the town of Sdiweinfurt in
mid-November no less than sixty U. S. bombers were shot down